
Statute - LA

State Agencies:

La. Stat. § 39:1702. Cooperative purchasing authorized; participation in federal General Services Administration vendor list.

A. (1) Any public procurement unit may either participate in, sponsor, conduct, or administer a cooperative purchasing agreement for the

acquisition of any supplies, services, major repairs, or construction with one or more public procurement units or external procurement

activities or one or more private procurement units in accordance with an agreement entered into between the participants. Such

cooperative purchasing may include but is not limited to joint or multi-party contracts between public procurement units and open-ended

state public procurement unit contracts which are made available to local public procurement units.

Local Governments:

La. Stat. § 38:2212.1. Advertisement and letting to lowest responsible bidder; materials and supplies; exemptions.

A. (1)(a) All purchases of any materials or supplies exceeding the sum of thirty thousand dollars to be paid out of public funds shall be

advertised and let by contract to the lowest responsible bidder who has bid according to the specifications as advertised, and no such

purchase shall be made except as provided in this Part.

F. Any public entity may purchase materials, supplies, and equipment pursuant to the cooperative purchasing provisions of Part VII of

Chapter 17 of Subtitle III of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, R.S. 39:1701 et seq.

N. (1) Notwithstanding any provision of this Part to the contrary, any public school district or public school may enter into an agreement

with one or more qualified group purchasing organizations for the purchase of materials, equipment, and supplies, including any

installation thereof. Any such agreement shall require that the qualified group purchasing organization submit a price list for those

materials and supplies offered by it and that the prices quoted on the list remain in effect for a stated period of time of not less than three

months. Any such price list shall be considered, for all purposes, to be a valid and binding bid by the qualified group purchasing

organization during the effective period of the agreement, and no additional bid by the qualified group purchasing organization is

necessary.

(2) Price lists submitted by a qualified group purchasing organization are not public record and shall not be available for public

inspection. The agreement setting forth the existence of the price list and the effective date thereof is, however, a public record, and that

portion of the price list setting forth the price of the materials or supplies being purchased shall become a public record at the time of

opening of bids for those materials or supplies.

(3) As used in this Subsection, “qualified purchasing organization” means an organization, whether for profit or not for profit, of which two

or more public school districts are members and which solicits proposals or bids from vendors of services, materials, equipment, or

supplies of the type and nature as may be purchased by a public school district or public school.

(4) A school board may purchase equipment from a qualified group purchasing organization if the price for such equipment is less than

that for the same or substantially similar equipment on the state bid list.

About Sourcewell:

Sourcewell is a service cooperative created by the Minnesota legislature as a local unit of government. Minn. Const. art. XII, sec. 3. As a

public corporation and agency, Sourcewell is governed by local elected municipal officials and school board members. Minn. Stat. §
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123A.21 Subd. 4 (2017). Under its enabling statute, Sourcewell is explicitly authorized to provide cooperative purchasing services to

eligible members. Id. at Subd. 7(23).

Sourcewell follows the competitive contracting law process to solicit, evaluate and award cooperative purchasing contracts for goods

and services. Sourcewell cooperative purchasing contracts are made available through the joint exercise of powers law to member

agencies. Minn. Stat. § 471.59 (2017). Membership in Sourcewell is available for all eligible state and local governments, education,

higher education and nonprofit entities across North America. § 123A.21 at Subd. 3.

Disclaimer:

The information found on the Sourcewell website is provided for educational and informational purposes only. This information contained

on the Sourcewell website, including any printed material derived from the website, is not legal advice and no attorney-client or other

contractual relationship is formed by access to this information. Information here may be out of date, obsolete, or otherwise inaccurate.

Please consult with a qualified attorney regarding any questions.
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